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When Richard reached the Holy Land he found the
Crusaders doing very badly. They were trying to take
Acre, but were making no headway with the siege. With
Richard once on the spot all was changed. The Lion-
heart soon showed that he deserved his name. He was
always foremost in the attack, risking his life like a
common, soldier, but fighting with ten times the vigour.
In three weeks Acre was taken. Duke Leopold of Austria
planted his banner on the walls of it as if he had taken it
himself. Richard was not the man to allow the glory to
be stolen from him. He ordered the German banner to
be cast into a ditch, and put his own in its place. But
this act offended Leopold very much, and Richard had
to pay for it later.

In the meantime, however, all the Crusaders followed
him as the best leader, and he defeated the Saracen hosts
in two great battles. Yet he never captured Jerusalem,
because the French king went home with his men, and
left Richard with too small an army to do anything. He
got within sight of the Holy City, but he could not bear
to look at it. " My eyes/' he cried, " shall never behold
it, if my arm may not reconquer it." With that he turned
back.

Then, hearing that his brother John was pldtting to
take the throne of England from him, he started home- Richard**
wards.  His ship, however, was wrecked, and he was cast  ap
ashore in the domain of the very Duke of Austria whose
flag he had insulted at Acre.  Leopold kept him in prison
for a time and then surrendered him to the Emperor,
Henry VI, and he too kept him captive.  It was said that
his prison was discovered by a minstrel named Blondel,
who passed outside singing a song of Richard* s own,
and Richard answered by singing the song again.

After some delay the king was ransomed and returned
to England. There he found that John had been assert-